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The AA winners of the Campsite of 

the Year for Britain and Ireland
Egg-Citing 
Easter at 

Chesil Vista 
Chesil Vista Holiday Park 
in Weymouth, Dorset  has an 
egg-stra special entertainment 
schedule planned for the 
forthcoming Easter holidays, 
which begins on Saturday 
31 March and continues until 
Saturday 14 April.
In addition to the park’s usual 
entertainment programme 
of quality live cabaret acts, 
the family-friendly holiday 
park will also be putting 
on an action-packed Easter 
programme which is sure to 
leave all Chesil Vista kids egg-
stremely egg-sausted!  
Seven night Easter holidays 
at Chesil Vista start from 
£335.00.  Special Easter 
holiday offers are also 
available including:
‘Easter Treat’ – nine nights 
for the price of seven Thurs 
29 March to Sat 7 April or 
Sat 7 April to Mon 16 April 
– prices from £335.00.  
‘Pre-Easter’ (Sat 31 March 
to Thurs5 April) and ‘Post-
Easter’ (Tues10th to Sat 14 
April) breaks from £255.00
‘Easter Mini Break’ (Thurs 
5 April – Tuesday 10 April) 
priced from £295.00.
For more information

www.chesilholidays.co.uk 
01305 773 233 

Can be booked with just a £60 
deposit.

The AA has announced the 
winners of the Campsite of the 
Year Awards for Britain and 
Ireland to coincide with the 
launch of the AA Caravan and 
Camping Britain and Ireland 
Guide 2012.
AA Best Campsite of the Year 
England and Overall Winner 
– Ross Park, Newton Abbot, 
Devon

Details of all the award-
winning sites can be found in 
the new  AA Caravan and 
Camping Britain and Ireland 
Guide 2012.  The guide 
features over 900 annually 
inspected and rated sites 
giving details of location,  AA 
Pennant rating**, contact 
details, prices, opening times 
and a description as well as 
local information.

David Hancock, editor of the 
guide, commented, “I wish to 
congratulate all our winners 
who have been awarded in 
recognition of exceptional 
quality and attention to detail 
across their parks and who are 
included in a feature in the  AA 
Caravan & Camping Britain 
and Ireland Guide 2012. The 
guide also lists local attractions 
under each location, nearby 
pubs and restaurants under 
each site entry. ‘Best For’ lists 
to help campers find stunning 

views or the best parks to go 
Glamping, the name for posh 
camping, as well as colourful, 
fully updated introductions to 
key destination counties, and 
a section containing 20 new 
walks and cycle rides.”

The guide also carries a 
selection of interesting and 
informative features on 
subjects ranging from ‘A 
weekend in a classic VW 
Camper Van’, ‘A look at 
camping technology’ and ‘A 
day in the life of a campsite 
inspector’.
The  AA also offers the  AA 
Camping Card Scheme for 
2012.  With the AA Camping 
Card, users will qualify for 
reduced rates at participating 
sites.  Card holders will simply 
need to state that they are using 
an  AA Camping Card when 
they phone to book a site and 
show the card on arrival.  The 
types of discounts vary from 
site to site, details of which will 
be given when contacting the 
site. An  AA Camping Card is 
included in every  AA Caravan 
and Camping Britain and 
Ireland Guide 2012.

AA Caravan and Camping 
Britain and Ireland Guide 
2012. is available from 

theAA.com/shop 
for £9.99.

Ahhh …The Easter holidays are 
coming at last!Events and festivals to dazzle Tenerife in 2012! 

What could be better than 
heading for the coast for a well 
earned break?

Haven parks, dotted all around 
the coastline, have just opened 
and are all set to welcome 
families for some Easter Fun. 
All the family can join the 
Wildlife Detectives on a Spring 
walk with a difference, as they 
go in search of the Easter 
Bunny. 
In the kids clubs they will 
make Easter bonnets and 
later join the characters in the 
parade. Jamie Thomson from 
Haven’s entertainment team 
says “we know everyone loves 
all the traditional aspects of 
Easter, it’s expected, but we 
also like to offer something 
a little different at Haven.  
This year we’re showcasing 
Streetball Extreme, the best 
of urban talent in the UK  
including breakdancers, street 
dancers and free style tricksters 
– you can see them on mid 
week breaks at all parks.” 

The very first Haven’s 
Talented Seaside competition 
will take place during the 
Easter holidays too. So 
members of families can come 
along and sing a song, dance 
their socks off or captivate 
fellow guests with magician’s 
skills. The favourite acts will 
be entered into the fantastic 

prize draw to win a VIP 
weekend for the family in 
London or £1000 cash prize 
so make sure they take take 
along their props, costume or 
instrument!  

Evening entertainment includes 
performances from Same 
Difference, Ray Lewis from 
The Drifters, Sonya, Stavros 
and Bucks Fizz featuring 
Bobby G.

At Haven they know that every 
family is different, some like 
to explore the local area, some 
build sandcastles, some are 
sporty and like to try out new 
things. Whatever They have it. 

Easter Breaks start from 
just £149 for a 3 night break 
in standard accommodation 
sleeping up to six people at 
selected Haven Parks during 
the Easter holidays. The price 
also includes the entertainment, 
use of heated indoor pools 
(many with slides and flumes), 
sports activities and kids clubs. 

Click on 
www.haven.com/easter 

or call 
0871 230 1900 

23 parks have touring and 
camping areas 

www.haventouring.com 
or call 

0871 230 1933

The largest island in the 
Canaries, the Isle of Contrasts, 
lives up to its nickname 
perfectly with a whole host of 
colourful events and festivals 
running throughout the year. In 
2012, Tenerife has something 
to suit every visitor – cultural 
events, religious festivals, 
concerts and one of the largest 
carnivals in the world! 
28th-29nd April 2012  

Marking the start of Tenerife’s 
religious festival period, the 
Festival of Tegueste sees 
thousands of people dress in 
traditional costume to honour 
of Saint Mark the Evangelist. 
During the event, dozens of 
colourfully-decorated floats 
parade down the streets of the 
village accompanied by singing 
and dancing groups, while local 
people hand out potatoes, gofio, 
meat, eggs and wine from the 
area in order to symbolise 
friendship. The following 
morning (29th April), visitors 
and locals celebrate the “Day 
of the Float” as a procession 
of beautifully-decorated floats 
wow spectators. 

Rock Coast Festival, Santa 
Cruz 
24th-26th May 2012 
This year, the island’s 
cosmopolitan capital, Santa 
Cruz, is set to welcome 
some of the world’s greatest 
pop groups, rock stars and 

electronic musicians at the 
Rock Coast Festival. With big 
names due to be announced, 
the artists expected to perform 
boast a combined total of more 
than 270 million records sold 
between them – prompting the 
musical extravaganza to be 
dubbed “the most important 
music event to be held in 
the Canary Islands” by José 
Manuel Bermúdez, mayor 
of the capital’s City Hall. 
Benefitting from a €5 million 
investment, visitors will be able 
to enjoy 15 hours of music each 
day and daily entertainment, 
such as a Formula 1 simulator, 
a ski slope and wind tunnel 
allowing visitors to feel the 
force of freefall. 

Corpus Christi Carpets, La 
Orotava 
14th June 2012 
Corpus Christi is arguably the 
most famous and inspiring of 
Tenerife’s religious festivals, 
centred around vast intricate 
and coloured carpets – superbly 
created from flower petals and 
volcanic sands – which are 
laid out in the streets for all to 
admire. The highlight of the 
festival is a tapestry of 800 
square metres covering the 
centre square in front of La 
Orotava’s Town Hall. Petals 
and sand from the protected 
Teide National Park, which 
can only be used for this event, 
are used to create this gigantic 

piece of art, which only lasts a 
few hours until the Procession 
of Christ takes place across the 
square. 

Festival of Virgen del 
Carmen, Puerto de la Cruz 
10th or 17th July 2012 (date 
to be confirmed)
Each year, the fishing port 
of Puerto de la Cruz comes 
alive to honour Virgen del 
Carmen, the patron saint of 
fishermen. During the tradition, 
devoted locals carry a statue 
of the Virgin Mary to a small 
boat, preceded by dancers 
with coloured ribbons, before 
dozens of fishing boats sound 
their horns and accompany the 
Virgin as they sail along the 
coast. Back on land, the fiesta 
continues with an amazing 
fireworks display and then 
transfers to the streets of the 
town before the statues are 
returned to their sanctuaries. 

Perseid Meteor Shower, Teide 
National Park 
12th August 2012  
The Perseid Meteor Shower is 
undeniably one of the greatest 
natural wonders in the universe. 
The annual spectacle brings 
a dazzling light show with 
more than 60 shooting stars 
zipping across the sky every 
hour, caused by tiny particles 
of debris from a comet burning 
up when entering the Earth’s 
atmosphere at 135,000mph. 

Fun for all the Family 
Canvas Holidays FamilyExtra 
activities have been added 
to the phenomenal activity 
programme for Canvas. 

Swimming and sunbathing are 
typically things you associate 
with going on holiday. This 
year Canvas, alongside 
specialist outdoor activities 
company, In2Action, introduce 
new activities, including 
Bodyzorbing, Balanceability 
and Mini Fence to the 
FamilyExtra programme 
to a selection of sites across 
Europe.

Body Zorbing
Have a go at  one of the latest 
extreme sports! If you’ve 
ever fancied stepping into a 
gigantic plastic ball and rolling 
around at high speed then 
Body Zorbing is the one for 
you. Kids can play a variety 
of games from inside the 
bodyzorbs, including Bodyzorb 
Football, Bodyzorb Rugby and 
Bodyzorb Battle.
Mini-Fence 
Capture the children’s 
imaginations with fencing. 
Teaching them discipline, 
control and hand eye 
coordination, the fencing 
system has been developed 
with the assistance of the 
British Fencing Association 
(BFA), making it accessible 
for young children. Brightly 
coloured weapons and masks 

will charm the children and 
the session offers a practical 
exercise solution, as well as 
a springboard to get involved 
with this fantastic sport.

Cool Detectives / CSI
These spy-themed sessions can 
fit any age group. Bring out the 
detective in the kids by letting 
them learn how to solve a 
crime using available evidence. 
The children will be told about 
a ‘crime’ that has taken place 
within the camp and will then 
be able to follow a trail of clues 
around the holiday village, 
which will include footprints 
and clothing items. 
Handball
Sessions available on all 
FamilyExtra and Hoopi’s 
Club (the Canvas Holidays 
children’s club) campsites. The 
whole family can get involved 
in sport which will feature in 
thes years’ London Olympics. 
Balanceability
A learn to cycle programme 
for children aged 2 ½ to 6 
years old. These sessions help 
develop confidence, spatial 
awareness, dynamic balance 
and the skills to ride a bike 
without stabilisers. 
Check campsites for activity 
availability and age groups.
For more information on 
Canvas Holidays see 

www.canvasholidays.co.uk 
or call 

0845 268 0857

Easter Family 
Package 

The latest snowfalls in Austria 
just cry for some more skiing 
this season. Enjoy some Easter 
family skiing in the Großarl-
Dorfgastein ski area, part of 
Ski amadé. With cosy suites, 
gourmet cuisine, outstanding 
childcare, amazing location 
and a working bio-farm, the 
Moar-Gut is a great family 
destination. 

7 nights from 7th to 14th 
April for two adults and two 
children (up to 12 years) 
starting from EUR 2,400.—
(GBP 2,040.--) all inclusive. 

Also included are two 6-day 
ski passes for the parents, ski 
passes for children up to the 
age of 15, and two wellness 
vouchers worth EUR 35.—
(GBP 30.--) each. Flights (to 
Salzburg) and transfers are not 
included. More information:

www.moargut.com, 
www.kinderhotels.co.uk 

(direct link to the package)

campbirchhill.com

your home away 
from home!

The Birch Hill experience 
gives friendships and 

memories for a lifetime!
2 Week Sessions:

June 24–July 7
July 8–July 21
July–August 4 

333 Birch Hill Rd. #C, New Durham, NH
603-859-4525

Jim was pleased as punch when he found 
a team of plain speaking lawyers offering 
an extensive range of services.

Surprisingly Straightforward Legal Services

Clarkson Wright & Jakes, Valiant House, 12 Knoll Rise, Orpington, Kent BR6 OPG

Tel: 01689 887887   Fax: 01689 887898 www.cwj.co.uk
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Merlin’s Dragon’ spreads its wings 

at Spotlites at Kings Theatre!

March 2012

STAGECOACH
www.stagecoach.co.uk

THEATRE ARTS SCHOOLS

IF YOUR CHILD Canterbury     01227 764 110
Maidstone   0800 169 6826
Medway         01622 678 616
Ramsgate       01843 852 688

                                                                        Tonbridge        01444 456 208
T’bridge Wells 01342 410 208

Stretch your child’s
imagination in three
directions at once!

Canterbury    01732 824 758
canterbury@stagecoach.co.uk

`
Medway     01622 678 616
medway@stagecoach.co.uk

Square Mile 
Community 

Gospel Choir

Community Gospel Choir at 
The Salvation Army, 74-80 
Union Street, Maidstone ME14 
1ED
Rehearsals are held fortnightly 
on Sunday afternoons.

The rehearsal dates for are: 
4 March. 18 March 01 April, 
15 April & 29 April,  
from 4-5pm 
The choir is open to anyone 
– all ages over 8.
This is a great opportunity for 
whole families to come and 
enjoy singing together and to 
meet new people.
Tea/coffee will be provided at 
the end of each rehearsal.
For further details, please 
phone the Church Office on

01622 681808

Swallows And Amazons Brings 
Easter Fun To The Marlowe Theatre

Penshurst Place & Gardens to become 
a Seven Wonder of the Weald

The Seven Wonders of the 
Weald are delighted to 
announce that Penshurst Place 
& Gardens has accepted an 
invitation to join the Seven 
Wonders of the Weald tourism 
partnership. 

Ben Thomas, General Manager 
of Penshurst Place Estate said 
“We are really pleased to be 
joining this unique partnership. 
It is a good fit for Penshurst 
Place and a clever brand 
presence for this stunning area 
of the country and we look 
forward to working with our 
new partners.”

Peter D’Aguilar of Bedgebury 
National Pinetum & Forest, a 
member of the Seven Wonders 
partnership for 7 years said, 
“It is really good to have 
Penshurst Place & Gardens in 
the Seven Wonders of the Weald 
Partnership. They will fit well 
with our offer to visitors in the 
area and to those we are trying 
to attract in.”

Penshurst Place & Gardens 
joins other Kent 
and Sussex 
attractions in the 
group: Bedgebury 
National Pinetum 
& Forest, Marle 
Place Gardens 
& Gallery, 
Biddenden 
Vineyards, 
Merriments 
Gardens, Kent 
& East Sussex 
Railway, 
Chiddingstone 
Castle & Gardens.  

Penshurst Place 
& Gardens will be 

part of the new 2012 attraction 
pass offer which gives one free 
entry to all the attractions for 
just £25. (a saving of £25 on 
admission after purchasing a 
pass).  The 2012 attraction pass 
is available to purchase online 
via the Seven Wonders website

 www.sevenwonders.or.uk
 and also from Bedgebury 
National Pinetum & Forest, 
Merriments Gardens, 
Biddenden Vineyards and 
from the Maidstone, Ashford 
and Tunbridge Wells Tourist 
Information Centres.

A new 2012 brochure with 
information about all the Seven 
Wonders has been produced 
and will be available to pick up 
at various tourist points  For 
an early copy visit any of the 
Seven Wonders of the Weald 
attractions or visit the Tourist 
Information Centres at 
Tunbridge Wells or Maidstone.

Penshurst Place & Gardens 
is set in the beautiful Weald 
of Kent and has stood on the 
banks of the river Medway 

since the 14th century, when 
the awe-inspiring medieval 
Baron’s Hall was built as a 
country retreat for the four 
times Lord Mayor of London, 
Sir John de Pulteney. The 
property was owned by many 
Dukes and Nobles with Royal 
blood in their veins, until King 
Henry VIII forfeited it from 
the previous owner, the Duke 
of Buckingham in 1521. It was 
then used by Henry and his 
friends as a hunting lodge. 

In 1552 the property was gifted 
by Edward VI to a member of 
the noble courtier family, the 
Sidneys, in whose family’s 
hands it has been ever since 
– and is currently owned by 
Philip Sidney, 2nd Viscount 
De L’Isle MBE, Her Majesty’s 
Lord Lieutenant of Kent.
Penshurst Place has a unique 
place in history 

To find out more about all the 
Seven Wonders of the Weald 
and their tourism partners visit

 www.sevenwonders.org.uk

‘Merlin’s Dragon’ is 
spearheading Spotlites 
at Kings Theatre’s 2012 
Spring season, which brings 
interactive fun for all the 
family to enjoy. This February 
half-term brings an array of 
Spotlites’ unique interactive 
plays and drama workshops, 
including ‘Peter Pan on 
Dinosaur Island’, ‘Rapunzel 
– May the Force be with 
you!’, ‘Magic Porridge Pot’ 
and ‘The Enormous Turnip’.
Running until April, ‘Merlin’s 
Dragon’ tells the story of 
Merlin’s quest to defeat the evil 
Sorceress, Nimue, the Lady of 
the Lake. On his journey, he is 
aided by an ancient and wise 
Dragon, a no-nonsense Princess 
and the White Knight, Sir 
Lancelot. Can they overcome 
the Lady of the Lake before 
she floods Avalon forever? 
Children join in throughout 
this interactive production for 
5-12 year olds! Shoot firebolts 
with the Dragon! Joust with Sir 
Lancelot, the White Knight! 
Vanquish evil knights with real 
battleaxes!
 Kids come onstage throughout 
in these acclaimed productions 
and can: hunt Pirates with the 
T-Rex! Defend Rapunzel’s 
tower with a real lightsabre! 
Ambush Pirates with real 
swords!
There is something for the 

little ’uns as well in the form 
of Spotlites’ two sell-out 
interactive hits for 2-5 year 
olds: ‘Magic Porridge Pot’ 
and ‘The Enormous Turnip’. 
In an intimate venue played in 
the round, families are invited 
on an enchanting adventure, 
tailor made for toddlers and 
small children. The little ’uns 
come onstage and join in 
throughout both these plays!
  ‘A great introduction to 
theatre’ Herald on ‘Magic 
Porridge Pot’
  ‘So perfect’ ThreeWeeks on 
‘The Enormous Turnip’
Also, don’t miss ‘Spotlites 
Drama Workshops for 5-12s’ 
You drop your children off and 
they do the workshop on their 
own. Each workshop costs £5.
  ‘Wow-tastic’ British Theatre 
Guide
They have workshops on these 
themes: lightsabres ready 
in ‘Star Wars: Jedi Knight 
Academy’; save Far Far Away 
from Prince Charming in 
‘Shrek’; Sonic Screwdrivers 
at the ready in ‘Doctor Who’; 
outwit Miss Trunchbull and 
escape Bonecruncher in ‘Roald 
Dahl’s Matilda & BFG’ and 
face Wizards and Werewolves 
in ‘Wizards of Waverly Place’! 

Book online at 
www.spotlites.co.uk 

01634 829468

HUGO
Throughout his extraordinary 
career, Academy Award-
winning director Martin 
Scorsese has bought his unique 
vision and dazzling gifts to 
life in a series of unforgettable 
films. 

The legendary storyteller 
invites you to join him on a 
thrilling journey to a magical 
world with his first ever 
3-D film, based on Brian 
Selznick’s award-winning, 
imaginative New York Times 
best-seller, “The Invention of 
Hugo Cabret”.

HUGO is the astonishing 
adventure of a wily and 
resourceful orphan boy whose 
quest to unlock a secret left 
to him by his father will 
transform Hugo and all those 
around him.

HUGO WILL BE RELEASED 
BY ENTERTAINMENT IN 
VIDEO ON RENTAL AND 
RETAIL DVD & BLU-RAY
ON

26TH MARCH 2012

Full steam ahead for Train Walk 
This summer, The National 
Autistic Society (NAS) is 
welcoming you aboard the 
‘Train Walk’, the family-
friendly Thomas & Friends™ 
themed sponsored walks in aid 
of autism. Train Walk 2012 
is a chance for friends, family, 
neighbours and kids to make 
a train-like formation as they 
embark on sponsored walks 
all across the UK. Together, 
the train walkers will be 
celebrating half a century of 
progress towards a better life 
for people with autism, as the 
NAS turns 50 this year!

Train Walks are a great day 
out and you can organise your 
very own walk to cover any 
distance you choose and to suit 
the ages and abilities of those 
taking part. They have lots of 
fun ideas and materials to help 
give your walk a real Thomas 
& Friends feel too.
Rebecca Bohling, Head of 
Supporter Fundraising at the 
NAS, said: “Train Walks are a 
fun way to rally 
together friends 
and neighbours, 
while raising 
vital funds for 
people affected 
by autism. Over 
the past three 
years, hundreds 
people have made 
a difference by 
jumping on board Train Walks 
in their local parks, villages 
and other sites across the UK. 
As the UK’s leading charity 
for people affected by autism, 
The National Autistic Society 
wants a world where all people 
living with autism get to lead 
the life they choose. By taking 
part in Train Walk 2012, you 
can help us celebrate 50 years 

of progress and join us on the 
road to making that vision a 
reality.”

Thomas & Friends has 
long held a special meaning 
for children with autism 
and their families and HIT 
Entertainment, which owns 
Thomas & Friends, has been 
supporting the NAS since 2001. 
Since the Thomas & Friends 
Train Walks began in 2009, 
and  has raised nearly £100,000 
for people with autism and 
their families.

The NAS is the UK’s leading 
charity for people affected 
by autism and, over the past 
50 years, has developed an 
enormous range of education, 
support, care, respite, 
information and advice 
services for people affected by 
autism. They rely on donations 
and fundraising to continue 
to provide support that the 
half a million people in the 
UK affected by autism and 

their families 
vitally need.

Organising 
a Thomas 
& Friends 
Train Walk 
couldn’t be 
easier. Simply 
register online 
at 

www.trainwalk.org.uk 
and the NAS will be on-hand 
with tips, information and 
goodies to make your walk 
memorable. 
If you are keen to get involved 
but would rather not organise 
your own walk, you can find 
out about any events taking 
place near you 

www.trainwalk.org.uk.

Little Tikes 
Gives Toddlers 
Their Very Own 

First Slide!
The Little Tikes First Slide 
provides toddlers with a 
chance to get active and 
adventurous all year round, 
while for parents, this quality 
piece of play equipment is 
fantastic value for money at 
just £29.99!
Ideal for both indoor and 
outdoor play, the First Slide 
guarantees giggles and endless 
fun.  Designed especially for 
little ones aged 18 months 
plus, the slide is extra stable 
and has high hand rails, so 
‘beginners’ will find it easy 
and comfortable to navigate, 
becoming slide aficionados in 
no time!  
Minimal assembly is needed 
and the slide can be stored 
easily.   Parents can choose 
from two fun colourways 
– pink/purple or blue/green.  

For stockist details, call Little 
Tikes on 

01908 268480 
www.littletikes.co.uk  

The brand-new Marlowe 
Theatre in Canterbury will be 
entertaining young audiences 
over the Easter holidays with 
a brilliantly entertaining new 
musical version of the classic 
children’s book Swallows And 
Amazons.
Swallows and Amazons tells 
the story of four children 
who set off on a boat for a 
very special adventure to 
the magical Wildcat Island 
– meeting some dastardly 
pirates along the way!

Running between Tuesday 
3 and Saturday 7 April, 
this action packed musical 
adventure has been created by 
the director of the smash-hit 
play War Horse.  The perfect 
Easter treat for those aged 6yrs 
and above, tickets are available 
from only £10 and under 16yrs 
go half price.  

Tickets can be booked on
01227 787787 

or via 
www.marlowetheatre.com

Visit Kent 

Dickens World, 
Chatham 

www.dickensworld.co.uk 

Leeds Castle 
www.leedscastle.com 

Hever Castle 
www.hevercastle.co.uk 

The Hop Farm, 
Tonbridge 

www.thehopfarm.co.uk
 

The Historic Dockyard 
Chatham

www.thedockyard.co.uk 

Kent Life, Maidstone 
www.kentlife.org.uk 

Winter Gardens Margate
www.geek2012.co.uk 

Dover Castle
www.english-heritage.org.uk 

Powell Cotton Museum, Quex 
Park, Birchington 

www.quexmuseum.org 
Canterbury Westgate Towers 
and City Gaol 

www.
canterburywestgatetowers.

com 
Bedgebury National Pinetum 
and Forest, 
Goudhurst (all year around) 
www.bedgeburypinetum.org.

uk 
Rare Breeds Centre, 
Woodchurch 

www.rarebreeds.org.uk 

Mulberry Cottages.
www.mulberrycottages.com 

Chartwell, 
Westerham

www.nationaltrust.org.uk
Scotney Castle, Lamberhurst 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

For further information on 
events in Kent go to 

www.visitkent.co.uk

Out and About

Advertise 
in

 Parents NewS
fergus

@parents-news.
co.uk 

020 8337 6337

Hundreds 
expected for 
Maidstone’s 

Sport Relief Mile 
Runners of all abilities are 
expected to turn out at the 
event in Mote Park on Sunday, 
March 25. 
The last event, held in 2010, 
saw more than 850 people take 
part raising more than £28,500 
for the cause.
This year, the run, organised 
by Maidstone Borough 
Council, is expecting to see in 
excess of 1,000 runners come 
along and take part in one of 
three distances.
For fun runners or 
professionals, adults and 
children there is a six mile, 
three mile or one mile offering. 
The six mile starts at 10.30am, 
three mile at 10.45am and the 
one mile kicks off at 12.30pm. 
All races are starting from the 
lake area. 
To enter visit the Sport Relief 
website at

http://my.sportrelief.com/
search/event/result?id=878&l

ocation=maidstone
Throughout the day there will 
also be a family area with face 
painters and a bouncy castle. 
Join the Health Passport 
scheme. Benefit from tips, help 
and motivation to be healthier. 
So sign up today to get top 
tips and support to keep you 
on track with your new year’s 
resolution - 

www.healthyclub.nhs.uk
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29 Feb-3 Mar Marlowe 
Theatre Canterbury  01227 
787787 West Side Story. 
Daily Larkfield Leisure Centre 
Aylesford  01622 713225 Soft 
play zone with 3 storeys of 
interactive play equipment for 
under 10’s with wavy waterfall 
slide, crawl tubes, ball pool & 
ball cannons.  New Kickstart 
all inclusive membership with 
unlimited access which offers 
a wide range of activities for 
under 10’s with swimming, 
soft play, junior dance mat & 
target wall sessions, selected 
holiday programme activities, 
Saturday Fun Club plus pre-
school bounce & adventure time 
sessions for 0-5yrs. 
Daily Fishbourne Roman 
Palace Chichester  01243 
789829 Guided tours, plus café 
& picnic area. 
Ongoing Dover Leisure Centre   
01304 201145 Full range of 
exercise classes with a modern 
fitness suite, 2 swimming pools, 
squash courts & sports hall.
Ongoing Natural History 
Museum Ice Rink   020 7942 
5000 Attracting beginners & 
advanced skaters alike plus a 
café bar servingfood plus  hot 
& cold drinks. Also on offer a 
children’s rink & a fairground 
carousel & lots more. 
Every Mon Tunbridge Wells 
Library   01892 522352 
Storytime, 11-11.30am, FREE.
Every Wed Heaven at Nutfield 
19 High Street  www.heaven-
nutfield.com.  Smiley Faces 
music group for babies & 
toddlers for up to 2yrs & 2-4yrs, 
there is also a playroom for 
under 5’s, a café & a crèche. 
Every Thurs White Oak 
Leisure Centre Swanley  01322 
662188 Under 16’s Roller 
Disco.  
Every Sat Medway Little 
Theatre Rochester  07939 
921041 Youth Company for 12-
18yrs & children’s workshop, 
7-12yrs.
Every Sat Blue Elephant 
Theatre Camberwell  020 7701 
0100 Young People’s Theatre 
workshops, various age groups 
7-18yrs, FREE to join. 
Every weekend Rich Mix 
Bethnal Green  020 7613 7498 
Kids’ Cine Time a collection of 
films suitable for all the family 
Every weekend Temple 
Station   020 7222 1234 Harry 
Potter Locations Tour, 2 ½ hrs. 
Every weekend Greenwich 
Clocktower Market  Greenwich 
High Road   Quirky weekend 
market has 50 stalls specialising 
in vintage, retro & antiques 
with a few contemporary craft 
stalls, FREE entry, www.
clocktowermarket.co.uk 
Every 2nd Sat of month 
National Geographic Store 83-
97 Regent Street  020 7025 6960 
Animal Man comes face to face 
with slithering snakes, slimy 
insects & smelly skunks. Meet 
a wide variety of animals to 
include owls, lizards, tortoises, 
armadillos, meerkats & lots 
more, hands on activities are led 
by AnimalMan Nick Spellman 
for all ages. 

Until 2 Mar Great Ormond 
Street Hospital    Peter Pan 
Week, throughout the week 
schools are encouraged to 
transform their classrooms 
into Neverland & get pupils 
involved in all kinds of exciting 
Peter Pan themed activities such 
as dressing up as their favourite 
character from the story. The 
charity hopes to raise £62,235 
from the week to fund parent 
& family accommodation at 
Great Ormond St hospital which 
enables a parent to sleep next to 
their child or stay nearby. To 
register www.peterpanweek.
co.uk. 
Until 4 Mar Design Museum 
Shad Thames London  0870 833 
9955 Terence Conran The Way 
We Live Now exhibition. 9-18 
Mar Product Fitness 80 pop up 
exhibition & talk. 
Until 4 Mar Museum of 
Childhood Bethnal Green  
020 8983 5200 Magic Worlds, 
exhibition, FREE. 31 Mar-9 
Sept Beautiful Games New 
Exhibition, FREE. Daily 
Family Backpacks for under 
5’s containing a train map, 
storybooks, play mats & 
question sheets, FREE. 
Until 10 Apr Science Museum 
Exhibition Rd London  0870 
870 4868 Me in 3D visitors cn 
have their photograph taken in 
3D & explore wht they look 
like in another dimension. 
Every weekend Up, Up and 
Away interactive storytelling 
for under 7’s, FREE. Daily 
Launchpad Science Shows 
interactive gallery which will 
allow visitors to launch a rocket, 
turn their head into a sound box 
& control a magnetic cloud for 
families, FREE. Daily Gallery 
Tours, families 13+yrs, FREE. 
Ongoing Flyzone take control in 
360 degrees flight simulators or 
fly with the Red Arrows in their 
sensational 3D motion effects 
theatre. Every weekend Icy Cool 
Adventure families, under 7’s, 
FREE. Every Weekend Spaced 
Out, families, 5+yrs, FREE. 
Every Weekend A Cockroach 
Tour, FREE. 
Until 15 July Tate Britain 
Millbank London  020 7887 
8888 Picasso & Modern 
British Art exhibition. Every 
weekend Art Trolley sessions 
encourages children to imagine 
& create collages & lots more, 
FREE. Daily Family Resources 
provides questions & activities 
which encourage children & 
families to explore art works, 
FREE. Daily Family Trails, 
under 5’s, FREE.
Until 31 Mar Write a Story for 
Children Competition    Entries 
may either be short stories of up 
to 2000 words or the opening 
2000 words of a longer story 
or a novel, entry form plus 
details from www.childrens-
writers.co.uk or from Write a 
Story for Children Competition, 
Academy of Children’s Writers. 
PO Box 95, Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire, PE28 5RL on 
receipt of a stamped addressed 
envelope. 1st prize will be a 
cheque for £2,000 with 2nd 

& 3rd prizes of £300 & £200 
respectively. 
Until end of Mar London 
Imax Cinema South Bank 
Waterloo 020 7928 3535 
Dickens on Screen will explore 
how the work of one of Britain’s 
best loved storytellers has been 
adapted & interpreted for the 
big & small screens.
Until June 12 The River 
& Rowing Museum Mills 
Meadows Henley on Thames  
01491 415600  Rocking the 
Boat – the story of Women’s 
Rowing. 
1 Mar Orchard Theatre 
Dartford  01322 220000 Celtic 
Feet. 2 Mar Back to Broadway 
musical. 13 Mar That’ll Be The 
Day. 23-24 Mar Swan Lake 
performed by the English Youth 
Ballet. 25 Mar La Traviata. 
1,3 Mar Natural History 
Museum Cromwell Road 
London  020 7942 5000 The 
Ring of Fire talk on earthquakes, 
volcanoes & tsunamis & why 
they happen, families, 7+yrs, 
FREE. 3,24 Mar Cutting 
Edge workshop for families 
marine invertebrates, handle 
real specimens, take part in 
fun group activities & lots 
more. 3 Mar Ring of Fire talk 
on earthquakes, volcanoes & 
tsunamis & why they happen, 
families, 7+yrs. 3,11,31 Mar 
Meet Charles Darwin with his 
collection of beetles & hear 
about his famous theory for the 
evolution of all living things 
for families, all ages, FREE. 
4,11,18,25 Mar The Bird Table 
for families activities to help 
develop your knowledge & 
understanding of Antarctica’s 
penguins, adaptations & 
habitats, FREE. 4,10 Mar 
Meet the historical character 
Mary Anning & find out more 
about her life & her collection 
of interesting fossils for all 
ages.  10,17,31 Mar Animal 
Vision Show featuring live 
animals shows there is a world 
only visible to certain reptiles 
& invertebrates, families, all 
ages, FREE. 17 Mar Meet 
the historical character Carl 
Linnaeus, a Swedish botanist 
& see his specimens on the 
1st floor. 17 Mar Killer Bugs 
discovery talk for families, all 
ages. 18 Mar Meet Dorothea 
Bate gallery character who 
knows a lot about mammals & 
birds that lived millions of years 

ago, families, all ages, FREE. 
18 Mar Meet an Antarctic Base 
Commander, families, all ages, 
FREE. 24 Mar Name Game 
Talk, pit your wits against a 
panel of scientists in a special 
games show & decide who 
is telling the truth & who is 
bluffing, families, all ages. 25 
Mar Puppets, Gingerbread man 
Show interactive show using 
puppets & storytelling, learn 
more about natural history & 
science in a fun way.  Until 31 
July Images of Nature Dinosaur 
Way exhibition, all ages. Every 
weekend & school hols Hands 
on Nature Dinosaurs, visit the 
handling station & explore 
interesting specimens with the 
help of the museums science 
educators, FREE  & Up, Up and 
Away interactive storytelling 
for under 7’s, FREE. Daily 
Family Earth Lab explore 
the wonder of fossils, rocks 
& minerals, families, 6+yrs, 
FREE.  Explorer backpacks, 
families under 7’s. Dippy 
Floor puzzle under 7’s, FREE. 
Bookasaurus, families under 
5’s. Jurassic Ark family activity 
pack includes code breaking 
activities. Daily Learning 
Activators encourage visitors of 
all ages to discover more about 
the natural world, FREE. Daily 
Focus Points handling trolleys 
explore real specimens with 
the help of volunteers, using 
different natural history themed 
activities, all ages, FREE. 
1-3 Mar Theatre Royal  
Margate  0845 130 1786  How 
to be a Monster a light hearted 
examination of teenage angst, 
a look at fears, friendships, 
parents, pranks, puppy fat & 
school.
1 Mar-18 Nov Hever Castle  
Kent 01732 865224 ‘A Royal 
Romance’ new exhibition of 
Anne Boleyn includes a replica 
of her coronation gown. 
2 Mar The Queen’s Gallery 
Buckingham Palace London  
020 7766 7301 Antartic 
inspiration special event. Daily 
become an explorer & discover 
the exhibition with activity 
bags for families. Using the 
bags find out which animals the 
adventurers shared the Antartic 
with and what early explorers 
wore to protect themselves from 
the cold. 
3 Mar Spotlites Kings Theatre  
338 High Street Chatham 

01634 829468 Open Talent 
Competition for anyone aged 
5-90yrs, it is split into two age 
groups 5-13s & 14-90’s. It is 
judged by the audience, whoever 
gets the loudest applause & 
acts should be under 3mins. 4 
Mar Merlin’s Dragon. 4 Mar 
Merlin’s Dragon. 29 Mar The 
Enormous Turnip. 
3 Mar Elms Vale    01304 
241806 Guided Walk from Elms 
Vale to West Hougham, 4.5 
miles, (2.5hrs) children 7+yrs, 
dogs on leads welcome. 
3 Mar Maidstone Leisure 
Centre   0845 1552277 The 
Rat Pack Vegas Spectacular all 
totally live & every song is an 
absolute classic. Daily Various 
times Junior Fitness, 12-15yrs 
learn how the body works, the 
benefits of a healthy lifestyle & 
participate in structured fitness 
sessions with a qualified fitness 
instructor. Selected Sats Wave 
Rave Pool Party sessions with 
inflatables, floats, games & the 
latest music. Available Birthday 
Parties for children leave all the 
planning & tidying up to the 
Centre. 
3 Mar The Foundling Museum 
40 Brunswick Square  020 7841 
3600 Explore the exhibition 
Quentin Blake, as large as life 
in session aimed at 3-12yrs. 
3 Mar Earls Court Exhibition 
Centre Warwick Road London  
www.tnttravelshow.com  TNT 
Travel Show extravaganza 
offers people the chance to 
source information, tips & 
advice from a wide range of 
exhibitors offering everything 
from day trips & city breaks to 
extended tours across Africa, 
Europe, the UK, Asia, USA & 
beyond for all ages.  Admission 
FREE by pre-registration www.
tnttravelshow.com. 
3 Mar Somerset House 
Strand  020 7845 4600 Family 
workshops & for under 5’s 
story, drama & crafting sessions. 
Marbling Marvels, learn 
the craft of paper marbling, 
FREE. 10 Mar Parallel Lines, 
FREE. 17 Mar Being Green 
an exploration & celebration 
of the colour green, FREE. 
24 Mar Flower Power, FREE. 
31 Mar Dreamtime Treasures. 
Mini Make Believe workshops.  
4 Mar Mad March Hares with 
songs, stories and bouncy hats, 
2-5yrs, FREE.   
3 Mar Museum of London 

Docklands No 1 Warehouse 
West India Quay Hertsmere 
Road London 020 7001 9844 A 
whale’s tale create a short story 
book about these mysterious 
creatures, 5+yrs, FREE. 
3-4 Mar Margate Beach 
Cross    With two days of 
racing & spectators are able to 
watch FREE from the Margate 
promenade. The event also 
doubles up as the first two 
rounds of the ATE MCF British 
Beach Cross. 
3-4 Mar Knole Park House 
& Gardens Sevenoaks  01732 
462100 Designs for the Garden 
students from the University 
of Greenwich present their 
conservation plans for the 
private garden. 16 Mar Meet the 
Conservation Team with talks 
& demonstrations. 24 Mar Walk 
from Knole to Emmetts Garden 
& back, approx 14miles. 
3,4,10,11,17,18,24,25,31 Mar 
The Royal Observatory  
Greenwich 
 020 8858 4422 Daytime Sky 
Watch:Venus take a look through 
the Observatory’s enormous 
28 inch telescope at the planet 
Venus as it approaches its 
greatest apparent distance from 
the Sun on 30 March, 7+yrs. 31 
Mar Saturday Space Explorers 
drop in family workshops 
offering something new to make 
& take away each month to help 
you learn more abut astronomy 
including star charts, planet 
finders & much more, 3+yrs, 
FREE. 
3,10 Mar Davenports Magic 
Theatre Strand London  
020 7836 0408 The Magic 
Symphony magic show for the 
whole family, staged to classical 
music & themed around the 
theatre & the theatre orchestra. 
3-10 Mar Olympic Park 
Aquatics Centre    British 
Swimming Championships 
(50m), the event is part of 
the London Prepares series 
which will allow London 2012 
organisers to road test Olympic 
venues before the games begin, 
www.londonpreparesseries.com 
3,10,17,24 Mar Horniman 
Museum London Road Forest 
Hill  020  8699 1872 Hands 
on Family Workshops, drop 
in, 3+yrs, FREE, use all your 
senses to explore the animal 
kingdom, musical instruments, 
costumes, masks, toys & 
puppets from all the world in 

themed workshops. 3,10 Mar 
Hands on Puppets. 17 Mar 
Hands on Music. 24 Mar Hands 
on Costume. 3,10,17,24 Mar 
Art Makers fun themed sessions 
led by a professional local artist. 
3,10 Mar Indian String Puppets. 
17,24 Mar Cress Creations. 31 
Mar Woven Easter Baskets.  25 
Mar Nzinga Dance Ensemble 
Concert, FREE, all ages. Every 
Wed until 31 Mar & every Fri 
until 30 Mar Busy Bees sessions 
for under 5’s with creative play, 
stories, art & craft, songs & lots 
more. 
Every Sun until 31 Mar 
Discovery for All, drop in 
to explore thousands of real 
objects from around the world, 
families 3+yrs, FREE drop 
in. Until 9 Sept Mummers, 
Maypoles and Milkmaids – A 
Journey Through the English 
Ritual Year exhibition, FREE 
for under 16’s. Until 31 Dec The 
Art of Harmony: The V & A & 
Horniman Music Collections, 
FREE.
3,10,17,24,31 Mar National  
Maritime Museum  Greenwich 
020 8312 6565 Explore 
Saturdays meet a character 
from he part & take part in an 
exciting performance that will 
bring maritime history to life, 
6+yrs, FREE. 4,11,18,25 Mar 
Discover Sundays explore your 
personal connections to the sea, 
all ages, FREE. 6,13,20,27 Mar 
Play Tuesdays young children 
can have fun with their families 
as they explore the museum 

through making music, dance & 
stories, under 5’s FREE. Daily 
Ship Simulator discover the art 
of navigation & communication 
at sea, become the captain 
of a ship & try your hand at 
manoeuvring into port using the 
state of the art bridge simulator, 
for younger visitors, FREE.
3,31 Mar Wilderness Woods 
Hadlow Down  01825 830509 
Fairy Gardens, find the enchanted 
fairy glade & listen to a story 
about woodland elves plus 
make a woodland wand to take 
home, 3-6yrs. 10 Mar Castaway 
join an expedition deep into 
the woods, build shelters from 
woodland materials & cook 
sausages over your campfire, 
try your hand at breadmaking 
& toast marshmallows, bring 
chipolatas to cook & a picnic 
tea to keep you going, 6+yrs. 
11 Mar Woodland Monsters 
venture into the deep woods in 
search of a monster, listen to his 
story, camouflage yourself then 
follow the clues to his hiding 
place, 3-6yrs. 11 Mar Coppice 
Skills, a beginners guide to 
coppicing, learning traditional 
skills that are still practised at 
the wood today. Fell poles to 
make stakes & roof shingles 
using hand tools, learn cleaving 
& splitting techniques & enjoy 
tea by the coppice fire, suitable 
for individuals or families. 17 
Mar We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt, recreate this story in the 
woods, 3-6yrs. 18 Mar Heavy 
Horses, the Working Horse 

Trust return for the annual visit 
to haul poles from the coppice 
sites. A unique chance to meet 
these gentle giants, pat & brush 
them & watch them at work in 
the woods, demonstrating how 
much nimbler they are than the 
average tractor. 24 Mar Wand 
Making listen to a fairy story 
then wander into the wood 
to collect natural treasures to 
decorate a willow wand to take 
home, 3-6yrs. 25 Mar Camp 
Building, build a camp with 
whatever materials you can find, 
4+yrs. 25 Mar Explore! Guided 
walk around the wood.
4 Mar Cobham Manor 
Thurnham Maidstone   British 
Heart Foundation North Downs 
Way Challenge, choose to either 
hike or run the circular route 
plus 3 distances to choose from, 
www.bhf.org.uk/events. 
4 Mar Samphire Hoe    01304 
225649 Samphire Hoe to 
Deadman’s Pool and Back, 
guided walk, distance 1 mile, 
Green Gang event, dogs on 
leads welcome. 
4 Mar Avenue Theatre 
Sittingbourne  01795 471140 
‘Happy Feet 2’  movie for 
families. 
4 Mar Winter Gardens 
Margate  01843 296111 Swan 
Lake performed by the Vienna 
Festival Ballet. 
4 Mar Barons Court Theatre 
28a Comeragh Road London  
020 8932 4747 The Magic 
Cavern magic & illusion show 
for all the family.

4,18 Mar Turner 
Contemporary The 
Rendezvous, Margate  01843 
233000 Easy Sundays, Draw 
with a Difference using the 
power of the elements & 
minerals such as iron fillings 
instead of a traditional pencil, 
under 3’s FREE. 11 Mar Easy 
Sundays – Sonic Play create 
your own elemental scene whilst 
listening to tunes composed 
by students from Canterbury 
Christ Church University, under 
3’s FREE. 21 Mar Bookworms 
Storytime where children’s 
books are read aloud related 
to the exhibitions, under 5’s & 
carers. 31 Mar Craft Club learn 
how to knit with coloured wool 
inspired by Turner’s paintings, 
beginners welcome. 
5-6 Mar Dover Town Hall   
01304 212277 Dover Film 
Festival, www.dover-film.com. 
7,10,11,21,24,25 Mar Yew 
Tree Cottage Penshurst   01892 
870689 Open Garden lots of 
seats & secret corners, many 
usual plants, hellebores, spring 
bulbs, old roses, small pond 
& lots more, FREE entrance 
children. 
7-11 Mar Wembley Arena  
Empire Way Wembley 08744 
847 1963 Disney on Ice: 
Princesses & Heroes.
8 Mar Scotney Castle 
Lamberhurst  01892 893819. 
Open Garden with over 20 acres 
of garden to explore.
9 Mar Olympia Exhibition 
Centre  London  0871 230 

2200 UK’s Biggest Dance 
Event, Move It featuring one 
off appearances, inspiring 
dance classes, life changing 
auditions, interviews from 
dancing & performing idols, the 
only show for all things Dance, 
under 5’s FREE, tickets www.
moveitdance.co.uk  16 Mar-1 
Apr Ideal Home Show 2012, 
entrance under 15’s FREE.
14-18 Mar Battersea Park    
Affordable Art Fair where 120 
galleries offer a stunning array 
of contemporary art from just 
50 to 4,000 pounds, www.
affordableartfair.com/battersea/
home.  
10 Mar Alkham Valley   01304 
241806 Enjoy the view & 
woodland of the Alkham Valley, 
quite a steep walk to start the 
walk but views are worth it, 
distance 4 miles (2hrs), children 
7+yrs, dogs on leads welcome. 
10 Mar Chartwell Westerham  
01732 868381  The gardens, 
estate, shop & studio are now 
open 7 days a week. 
10 Mar Charlton Church Hall   
01304 219767 Fundraising 
Morning Fayre, stalls to include 
cakes & produce, books & 
CDs, gifts, toys & stationery 
plus games to include treasure 
hunt, bar skittles, hoola hoop, 
tombola, karaoke, refreshments 
& lots more.
10 Mar Grant Musuem 
of Zoology Rockefeller 
Building   020 3108 2052 Fossil 
Forage: National Science & 
Engineering Week Activities 

with an opportunity to sieve 
through their genuine fossil-
rich sediment from a time when 
London was patrolled by sharks 
& rays. Find a 50 million year 
old shark’s tooth & take it home, 
explore the amazing fossils 
from prehistoric creatures with 
their interactive specimen based 
games, lots of activities on offer 
for all the family, drop in 11-
4pm, FREE. 20 Mar The Beast 
from 20,000 Fathoms (1953) on 
the Big Screen, 6.30pm, FREE. 
10 Mar Brixton Makers 
Market     Local market selling 
food & clothes to cards, gifts & 
homeware, 10-5pm. 
11 Mar Romney Marsh Cycle 
Ride   01797 367934 Fun family 
bike ride the first of 2012, enjoy 
the first signs of spring, the 
splash of colour from yellow 
daffodils & white snowdrops 
in the churchyards, the first 
butterfly & lots more, distance 
12 miles (2.5hrs), flat, children 
over 9ish with accompanying 
adult. Start point Burmarsh, 
meet Lathe Barn Tea Rooms, 
2pm. 
11 Mar Wildwood Trust 
Herne Bay  01227 712111 
Junior Zoo Keeper Experience 
day find out what it’s like to 
work at Wildwood & how they 
care for the animals & keep 
them happy & healthy, need to 
book, 7-11yrs. 18 Mar Wildlife 
Gardening Talk with hints & 
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Continued on 
page 10



8 9EducationMarch 2012 March 2012

Kumon helped 

me with my 

schoolwork and 

my independence.
Ifrah, 11
Wigan, Winstanley 

Study Centre

Develop your child’s 
independence with Kumon
Our maths and English study programmes are tailored 
specifically to maximise your child’s individual abilities and 
development, building an active enthusiasm for learning.

Contact your local Instructor today

kumon.co.uk

Ashford, Park Farm 
01233 733 801

Bearsted
01622 205 955

Bexleyheath
020 8303 2821

Canterbury
01795 886 097

East Malling 
and Gravesend 
01622 728 214

Maidstone West 
01622 209 730

Otford 
020 8333 9550

Park Langley and 
West Wickham, 
Hayes
020 8402 2443

Sevenoaks
01342 851 221

Fees vary. Please refer to 
your local study centre.

St Lawrence College
Co-educational, day & boarding school

Come and discover how we can make a difference for your child.

Junior School Tel:  01843 572912      Email:  mag@slcuk.com      
St Lawrence College, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7AF       www.slcuk.com

St Lawrence College exists to provide education for children.  Charity No 307921

‘Pupils of all abilities achieve 
highly, in all aspects of their 
learning...’ 

- ISI Inspection Report, December 2011

Nursery & Junior 
School Open Day

For ages 3-11 years

Friday 2nd March 2012, 
9.30am-12.00pm and 1.30pm-3.00pm

�������	
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child-centred environment.’ 

- ISI Inspection Report, December 2011
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For a warm welcome 
and a personal tour 
of our school, phone 
01304 245 024.

������������������������
���������

We offer quality boarding for   

£10,000 per year.

Excellent academic results

Over 70 sports, clubs and activities

Specialise in science, sport, 
outdoor education and music 

Focus on leadership,                 
self-discipline, respect and team 

work

Located between Dover and 
Canterbury

�������� ���� 

Our boarding fees are subject to annual review

Quality boarding 
at a competitive price.

Easter Sports and Activities Camp at St Lawrence College Dyslexia East Kent Support
Evening Talk

‘Using Technology to Support Dyslexia’.
Literacy support tools, typing tutors, voice 

recognition & mobile devices,  including apps 
for the ipad will be demonstrated.

Speakers: Aaron Tyler Assistive Technology 
Trainer, & Jackie Harber, Assistive Technology 

Specialist, both from Iansyst Ltd

Tuesday 13th March
7.45pm for 8 pm start until 9.15 pm

Venue: The Spires Academy, Bredlands Lane, 
Westbere, Sturry, Canterbury. CT2 OHD

 (just off the A28)
There’s no need to book a seat. A £3 donation 

from non-members would be appreciated.
For further information phone 

0845 0038 979
www.dyslexia-east-kent.org.uk

Saturday Afternoon Drop-in Centre
 on the first Saturday in every month 

in school term time, except May
2 - 4 pm

Members can borrow books for all ages,
from our library of over 1,000 books.

at Kingsmead Leisure Centre, Kingsmead 
Road, Canterbury. CT2 7PH 

(next door to Sainsburys)

Putting your family first

For support and advice for your 
family, call the Kent Children and 
Families Information Service 

Tel: 08000 32 32 30
www.kent.gov.uk/cfis

Tel: 08000 32 32 30
Web: www.kent.gov.uk/cfis

For everything to do with parenting 
and family life from birth to 20

The Duke of York’s Royal 
Military School is a co-
educational full state boarding 
academyfor 11 to 18 year olds.  
This means that you will only 
pay for your child’s boarding 
care, as the state pays for their 
education.  £9,750 a year 
includes all of your child’s 
boarding, meals, laundry and 
exams, offering real value for 
money.  

Located between Dover and 
Canterbury and set in 150 acres 
of beautiful countryside, they 
combine traditional values, a 
military ethos and outstanding 
academic results with modern 
teaching and sport.  

The Academy’s specialisms 
are science, sports, music 
and outdoor education and 

the sports facilities include a 
swimming pool, gym, running 
track, rugby and cricket 
pitches, a shooting range and 
outdoor assault course.  

With a focus on leadership, 
self-discipline, respect and 
teamwork; ceremonial parades 
and Combined Cadet Force 
activities are at the heart of the 
school.  
Please visit

 www.doyrms.com
01304 245 024

After the success of the 
summer camp in 2011, St 
Lawrence College will be 
running an Easter Sports and 
Activities Camp between 2nd 
April to 20th April 2012 
and it’s easy to see why!  
Camp is a fantastic way to 
spend the holidays, offering 
a truly rounded experience 
for children through fun and 
energetic activities.

One of the greatest benefits of 
the camp environment is that 
it offers children the fun and 
thrills of trying new activities 
whilst also engaging in ones 
they are more familiar with.  
It’s no wonder campers look 
forward to returning for the 
2012 holiday camps.  As one 
parent, Claire Nickols says, 
“The kids thoroughly enjoyed 
last year, they wanted to go 
everyday and when it ended 
they said they couldn’t wait for 
next year.”

The camp environment is a 
powerful force in shaping the 
lives of young children.  St 
Lawrence College Activity 
Camps encourage confidence 
through experience; it 
allows children to challenge 
themselves through excitement 
and adventure in a safe and 
secure setting and enables 
them to develop social skills 
within a diverse framework.  
Learning skills in the broad 

range of activities on offer is 
very beneficial to children.  
By being exposed to so many 
activities such as swimming, 
climbing, arts and crafts, 
sports and outdoor recreational 
games, children are able to 
build on and develop skills that 
will last them a lifetime while 
ultimately having fun.

As a well directed camp they 
strive to make every camp 
experience a success, making 
sure that every child is included 
in each activity and that each 
child interacts in a positive 

way.  What develops is the 
fostering of a team atmosphere 
which in turn leads to lasting 
friendships.  These friendships 
are often unique and special 
as the camp is open to anyone 
between the ages of 4-14 so 
it’s a great chance to meet and 
interact with a diverse group of 
people.  

Another parent, Debbie 
Cassell, says “I like the camp 
because it is well organised, 
secure, and friendly while 
offering a wide variety of 
activities.  The camp is very 

flexible to my needs for child 
care and I am very impressed.”

The day to day supervision 
and safety is the responsibility 
of each group leader and you 
can be sure that St Lawrence 
College places the highest 
emphasis on providing a safe 
and healthy environment for 
children.

To find out more call Ian 
Young at St Lawrence College 

01843 587666 
eastercamp@slcuk.com

Littlebird Creates Local Jobs for 
Professional Mums

CHERRYGOOD

Flexible roles for mumpreneurs  

LittleBird.co.uk has built up 
a great reputation for offering 
premium deals since its launch 
in May 2011. The collective 
buying website, targeted 
specifically at families, partners 
up with well-known high-street 
names, brands and quality 
independent businesses to offer 
a wide range of unbeatable 
deals to their users.

Based in London, they are 
now rapidly expanding 
their business through a 
network of ‘Local LittleBird 
Ambassadors’, who’s role 
is to spread the word about 
LittleBird in their communities 
and forge partnerships with 
local businesses. 

The role of the LittleBird 
Ambassadors offers flexible, 
part-time employment for 
mums who do not want to 
return to full-time work, giving 
them an opportunity to take on 
a new challenge with unlimited 
earning potential and, most 
importantly, flexibility, so 
mums can fit their work life 
around their children.

Local LittleBird Ambassadors 
are integral to LittleBird, 
helping them keep their finger 
on the pulse and enabling them 
to tap into local communities’ 

needs and wants. LittleBird 
deals are sourced by mums for 
mums.

Commenting on the launch of 
the LittleBird Ambassadors, 
founder Sarah Wuttke said: 
“We are absolutely thrilled 
with the response. There are so 
many smart women out there 
and we can’t build the network 
fast enough”.

LittleBird gives discounts of up 
to 70% off a variety of family 
based activities, products and 
treats for mums and dads. 

Previous partnerships include: 
The Gruffalo, Lee Valley Park, 
The Design Museum, Willows 
Farm, Battersea Zoo, Toni & 
Guy and Buyagift. 

www.littlebird.co.uk
www.facebook.com/

littlebirddeals
www.twitter.com/

littlebirdeals

Cherrygood, the cherry juice 
drink, is now available in a 
smaller ready-to-go size.
Cherry Burst, primarily 
aimed at children, launch in 
Morrisons stores as a triple 
pack of 200ml cartons. Each 
carton counts as one of your 
Five-A-Day. In addition to 
children it is also hoped Cherry 
Burst will appeal to the adult 
lunchbox market.
The packs will sell at RRP 
£1.35 and will be on promotion 
throughout March with a 30p 
saving.

John Heseltine, the founder 
of Cherrygood, says: ‘Mums 
have been telling us how much 
their children love drinking 

Cherrygood for breakfast 
and that they would love a 
smaller version to pop in their 
lunchboxes. We listened and 
created Cherry Burst. 

‘All the goodness and flavour 
of wonderful real cherries are 
packed into each carton making 
it an easy way for children to 
get one of their Five-A-Day.

‘Cherry Burst is not just for 
children though. We’ve already 
discovered that lots of dads 
are tucking them into their 
briefcases to drink at work as 
an alternative to tea and coffee 
and mums are taking them 
to the gym to rehydrate after 
exercise.’

Advertise 
in

 Parents NewS
fergus

@parents-news.
co.uk 

020 8337 6337

The Science Museum Live
The Science Museum Live 
brings the excitement of The 
Science Museum to the stage, 
featuring  spectacular science, 
dangerous demonstrations and 
extraordinary experiments in
this entertaining and 
educational live show. 
Featuring interactive sets, 
pyrotechnics and digital 
projections, the action is 
interspersed with web cam 
footage from inside the 
Science Museum as well as 
exclusive footage of some of 
the nation’s scientific treasures 
stored at Wroughton in 
Wiltshire and Blythe House in 
Kensington.

The Science Museum Live is 
on at the Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley Wed 14 March 
7pm, Thu 15 March 1.30pm. 
Tickets £15.50, Children 
£13.50, Family Ticket (4) £52
Book on 

0844 871 7620 (bkg fee) 
www.atgtickets.com

 
The Science Museum as an
institution has been in 
existence for about a century 
and a half.
It has its origins in the Great
Exhibition of 1851, held in 
Hyde Park in the huge glass 
building known as the Crystal 
Palace.

Education
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GEORGE CROWTHER
Consultant Educational Psychologist

Clinical & Developmental Psychologist
Education & Child Care Consultant

Independent Assessment, Opinion & Advice
Little Hill, Colley Manor Drive, Reigate, Surrey RH2 9JS
Tel Fax 01737 243286 Mobile 07710 214349

Email: geocrowther@hotmail.com
www.georgecrowther.co.uk

Director of Education Law Association (ELAS) 
Member of Independent Tribunal Service (Disability)

Expert Witness  & SJE (The Law Society) Fellow of the Royal Institution (FRI)

�������	
���
���	
�����	������	���	
�������	��
	���
	
����	��
��������	

	
	

		

March 2012 March 2012

Now you can fi nd professional, experienced babysitters even at short 
notice.  We interview each babysitter in person and check all references 
thoroughly.  All have professional childcare experience with most being 
Registered Childminders or qualifi ed Nursery Nurses & Nannies.
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Follow us on:

If you would like to discuss your childcare needs call Sitters on 08447 367 367. 

1967
IN CHILDCARE SINCE
TRUSTED
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For your fi rst booking FREE of any booking fee visit us at 
www.sitters.co.uk and quote promo code PNEWS1FREE. 

Sitters are Britain’s 
favourite babysitters. 

Sitters are Britain’s favourite 
babysitters.  They have more 
experience than anyone in 
selecting suitable, professional 
childcarers and arranging 
your evening and daytime 
babysitting appointments (even 
at short notice). 
The service provides today 
started out as Childminders 
in 1967 and has operated 
continuously for over 40 years. 
They have childcarers who 
have been with them for many 

Learning Together

What Montessori
can offer your family

Learning
Together

MONTESSORI

tips on making your garden 
more wildlife friendly with 
simple ideas & guidance. 25 
Mar Bushcraft Experience Day 
learn essential skills including 
animal tracking, field signs & 
animal preparation for cooking, 
12+yrs. 27 Mar Photography 
Day with tuition from resident 
photographer & get exclusive 
access & special animal feeds 
to help you get close up shots, 
18+yrs. 
11 Mar Kent County 
Showground Maidstone  01622 
630975 Event with loads of 
stallholders selling all manner of 
boating, fishing and watersports 
equipment at bargain prices 
with stalls inside & out, FREE 
entrance for children. 
11 Mar Victoria & Albert 
Museum Cromwell Road 
London 020 7942 2000 Great 
Expectations: Dickens & 
Calligraphy a celebration of the 
bicentenary of Charles Dickens’ 
birth. 16 Mar Mary Quant: The 
Best of British Design, special 
talk. Daily Back Packs families 
can pick up an activity back pack 
filled with jigsaws, stories & 
games to explore the collection, 
4-11yrs, Activity Cart hands on 
art fun for children to create a 
Samuri helmet, a silver goblet or 
an elephant mask to take home, 
FREE, drop in plus Agent 
Animal bag a sensory activity 
bag that has been developed for 
under 5’s containing an audio 
map & fabric cubes, FREE. 
11 Mar Museum of London 
150 London Wall London  
020 7001 9844 Edible history, 
choose your picture, make it 
your own by adding a personal 
touch & then turn it into a 
delicious cupcake, 5+yrs, 
FREE. Until 15 Apr Streets of 
Gold exhibition. Until 10 June 
dickens & London exhibition. 
13,17 Mar Gulbenkian 
Theatre Canterbury  01227 
769075 Kent Dance Annual 
Show with tap, jazz, ballet, hip 
hop, Bollywood, Irish, street 
dancing & lots more performed 
by University of Kent dance 
society students. 17 Mar 
Chatback Comedy Club’s Kids’ 
Hour a stand up show especially 
for kids. 
14 Mar Leas Cliff Hall The 
Leas Folkestone  01303 244706 
McFly.
15-17 Mar Playhouse Theatre 
Whitstable   01227 272042 Into 
The Woods musical theatre.
17 Mar Dover Museum Market 
Square  01304 201066 Family 
Day, Board Games as part of 
their ‘Our Childhood Past’ 
exhibition adults & children 
alike can design & make their 
own board game, drop in 10-
4pm, FREE. 
17 Mar Cuxton Community 
Junior School Rochester  
01634 718532 Alternate 
Shadows, pantomime The 
Beauty Sleeping. 
17 Mar St Peter’s Village Tour 
Margate  0754 6514948 English 
Tourism Week an indoor 

preview & a 1hr sample of the 
tours, FREE, booking essential 
www.villagetour.co.uk.  
17 Mar Kingsdown to Walmer 
Castle and Back   01304 
241806 A pleasant walk along 
part of the Saxon Shore Way 
to Walmer Castle returning via 
Hawksill Down to Kingsdown, 
4 miles, 2hrs, suitable 7+yrs, 
17 Mar Greenwich Park    
March for Mothers to raise 
awareness of 340,000 women 
who die each year in pregnancy 
& childbirth while also raising 
funds to help save the lives of 
mums & babies in some of the 
world’s poorest countries. The 
march is for everyone & the 
route is over easy ground ideal 
for mums with pushchairs & 
mums-to-be. The 5K walk is 
suitable for all ages, Tel: 020 
7840 3743.
17,18 Mar Sea Searcher Boat 
Trips at Ramsgate   07837 
562076 Kent Big Day Out, 
sightseeing trips from 12pm 
(weather permitting). 24,25,31 
Mar Sea angling 3hr taster trips, 
rod hire & bait included in the 
price. 
17-18 Mar Churchill War 
Rooms  Clive Steps King 
Charles Street  020 7930 6961 
Britons at War 1938 drop in 
informal session as visitors are 
encouraged to consider the fear 
felt by Britons before war even 
broke out. As well as discussing 
the topic with experts, visitors 
will have the chance to examine 
genuine objects relating to 
the topic, suitable all ages.  
Ongoing Undercover Life in 
Churchill’s Bunker learn what 
life & conditions were like 
underground. 
18 Mar Goodnestone Park 
Gardens Wingham Nr 
Canterbury  01304 840107 
Open Garden 10-12 acres 
with good trees, woodland 
garden, snowdrops, spring 
bulbs & walled garden with 
old fashioned roses. Picnics 
allowed.
18 Mar Folkestone Warren   
01303 274806 White Cliffs Walk 
an afternoon walk to discover 
the wildlife & history of the 
dramatic landscape beneath the 
White Cliffs, distance 4 miles 
(3hrs), dogs on leads welcome. 
18 Mar Canterbury Cathedral   
01227 762862 Come & Sing 
Event performed by singers 
from all over Kent, directed by 
Dr David Flood
18 Mar Charlton Park 
Canterbury  01227 831355 
Open House & Grounds enjoy a 
walk in the grounds followed by 
afternoon tea in the ballroom. 
18 Mar Old Royal Naval 
College  Foundation House 2 
Cutty Sark Gardens Greenwich 
0870 169 0101 Mother’s Day 
Cream tea, the afternoon tea 
will include a glass of prosecco 
on arrival, a selection of 
sandwiches, cakes, tartlets, 
homemade scones with cream 
& jam, a variety of teas plus an 
activity pack for children.

18 Mar Greenwich Peninsula 
Ecology Park   020 8293 1904 
The Trust for Urban Ecology 
is hosting its 10th National 
Frog Day with FREE, fun, 
froggy themed activities. These 
will include pond dipping, 
storytelling, treasure trails, 
froggy art, a garden pond 
workshop & ‘Meet the Newts’ 
sessions. There will also be a 
bbq, refreshments, book & gift 
stalls plus raffle, 11-3pm, www.
urbanecology.org.uk. 
18 Mar St Patrick’s Day 
Parade & Festival   www.
london.gov.uk/stparticksday.  
The parade begins at Piccadilly 
at 12pm & travels along 
Piccadilly, Lower Regent Street, 
Pall Mall East, Trafalgar Sq & 
Whitehall. There will be the best 
of Irish music, dance & culture 
in Trafalgar Sq. There will also 
be throughout the day FREE 
entertainment to include celli 
dancing, traditional Irish music, 
celebrity MCs & Irish speakers 
to teach you a few Irish phrases. 
FREE family day out. 
18 Mar The Drayton Court 
Function Room  Ealing   Dusty 
Does Disco for children & their 
families. A real disco packed 
full of entertainment with 
live DJ, full disco lighting, 
bubbles, disco tuition plus 
games. Child friendly venue 
with baby changing, buggy 
park, microwave & food 
available, 3-5pm, tickets www.
dustydoesdisco.co.uk. 
20 Mar The Secret Gardens 
of Sandwich at The Salutation   
01304 619919 3 ½ acres of 
ornamental & formal gardens 
with lake, white, yellow, 
spring woodland, rose, kitchen, 
vegetable & herbaceous gardens 
designed to provide year round 
changing colour.
21 Mar Royal National 
Theatre Upper Ground
South Bank  020-7452 3234 
NT Revealed on stage activities 
exploring design & technical 
skills & careers, Stage Design 
& Costume, hair & make up.
24 Mar Old Town Hall 
Chatham   Monica’s Vintage 
Fair selling vintage & retro 
clothing & accessories plus live 
music from the 1940’s, swing 
& wartime throughout the day. 
Refreshments available, FREE 
for children, 11-4pm, www.
monicasvintagefair.com. 
24 Mar Pilgrims Hospice  
Canterbury   01843 233934 
Spring Fair with home made 
produce, plants, gifts & 
homeware from local artisans, 
refreshments, music & an Easter 
Egg hunt for the children, 12-
3pm, FREE entry.
24 Mar St Margaret’s at Troy 
Town Rochester  01634 843843 
Alternate Shadows, pantomime 
The Beauty Sleeping. 
24 Mar Spring Walk around 
Hawkinge   01304 205108 
Including Reinden Wood, 
distance 5 miles (2hrs), dogs 
welcome on leads. 
24 Mar Cadogan Hall 5 Sloane 
Terrace  020 7730 4500 Crash 
Bang Wallop, family concert, 

the Tale of Peter Rabbit with lots 
of audience participation. From 
11am there will be pre-concert 
activities including meet the 
musicians, percussion zoo & 
minute maestro conducting, 3-8 
yrs, concert 12 noon. 
24-25 Mar LegoLand  Windsor 
01753 621621 Feel the Force! 
Lego Star Wars, Event Weekend, 
meet Star Wars characters on 
park including a Stormtrooper 
battalion, Jedi training, Droid 
building workshops, life size 
Star Wars vehicles & lots more. 
24-25 Mar Kent Showground 
Detling  01233 713878 Kent 
Game & Equine Festival with 
indoor & outdoor countryside 
arenas with wildfowling, 
falconry & ferrets & more, 
an indoor equestrian arena, 
game cookery demonstrations, 
have-a-go activities including 
archery, clay shooting, air rifles 
& more. There will also be over 
150 equestrian & countryside 
companies in the indoor & 
outdoor shopping villages, a 
fun day out for all the family 
whatever the weather, under 5’s 
FREE, tickets 01749 813899 
or www.contour.uk.net. 31 
Mar Heritage Transport Show 
& Auction event for anyone 
with an interest or passion for 
vintage vehicles, tickets 01622 
630975.
24 Mar-27 May Herne Bay 
Museum & Gallery   01227 367 
368 Create your own greetings 
cards, stamp, rub or print your 
own greetings card to take home 
inspired by the collecting prints 
exhibition, children FREE.
25 Mar Mere House Mereworth    
Open Garden with woodland 
walk & major tree planting & 
landscaping. Park & lake walks, 
children FREE admission, 
www.mere-house.co.uk. 
25 Mar Capel-Le-Ferne 
Village Hall Folkestone  07899 
082356 Indoor Boot Fair with 
large variety of stalls plus 
refreshments, entry by donation 
to village hall funds, Tel: 01303 
259120 for bookings. 
25 Mar Folkestone Downs    
01303  274806 A walk over 
the Downs in search of early 
signs of spring, distance 5 miles 
(2hrs), dogs on leads welcome. 
25 Mar Mote Park Maidstone  
01342 716574 Sport Relief 
Miles, a 1,3 & 6 mile run, Tel: 
01622 602718.
25 Mar Godinton House 
Ashford  01233 820461 Open 
Garden, terraced lawns lead 
through herbaceous borders, 
rose garden & formal lily 
pond to intimate Italian garden 
& large walled garden with 
delphiniums, potager, cut 
flowers & iris border, entrance 
FREE children. 
25 Mar Tatsfield Art & Craft 
Fair    Craft Fair, 11-3pm. 
25 Mar Stonewall Park    Open 
Garden a romantic woodland 
garden in historic setting 
featuring species rhodendrons, 
magnolias, azaleas, a range 
of interesting trees & shrubs 
wandering paths & lakes. There 
is aistoric parkland with cricket 

ground, Victorian walled 
garden with herbaceous borders 
& vegetable garden, www.ngs.
org.uk/ 
25 Mar New Ash Green Village 
Hall Kent   Baby & Childrens 
Market with over 20 stalls 
offering nearly new & craft 
goods for babies & children 
with toys, books, nursery items 
& much more, doors open 
10.30am, entrance FREE for 
children. 
27 Mar Canterbury Library 
01227 712111  01227 712111 
Canterbury Read-a-thon, 
monthly David Copperfield chat 
sessions & discover Canterbury 
connections. 
27 Mar The Broadway 
Theatre Catford  020 8690  
0002 All Our Yesterdays a show 
from the producers of  ‘Memory 
Lane’, ‘Rolling Back the Years’ 
& ‘A Timeless Collection. 
28-31 Mar The Brook Theatre 
Old Town Hall Chatham  01634 
338319 Annie the musical for 
all ages. 
30 Mar-1 Apr Chocolate 
Festival at Southbank 
Centre   0844 847 9910 The 
centre will be transformed into 
a chocoholic’s paradise with 
over 30 different stalls selling 
& sampling chocolate in all 
it’s forms, from warming hot 
chocolate to artisan truffles - & 
even chocolate chilli. A series 
of FREE tutored tastings, 
talks & demonstrations will 
be available in the Chocolate 
Cookery Theatre. 
31 Mar White Cliffs, Country 
Trail   07801 508958 Country 
Walk through Finglesham & 
returning via Betteshanger, 
suitable 7+yrs, distance 5.25 
miles (3hrs). 
31 Mar Canterbury Heritage 
Museum Stour Street  01227 
475202 Easter Fun Day, 
decorate eggs & take part in 
fun & unusual customs from 
Britain, Poland & around the 
world, complete a treasure hunt 
around the galleries to win a 
small prize.
31 Mar Thanet Coast 
Plumpudding Beach Clean   
01843 577672 Beach Clean, 
starts at the very western end 
of Minnis Bay going along the 
‘northern sea wall’ beaches, 
Come & help maintain the 
beautiful coastline, gloves, 
sticks & bags provided, 2pm. 
31 Mar Pegwell Bay   01843 
577672 Beach Clean, meet on 
beach below hoverport access 
road near the Viking Ship Picnic 
Green, gloves, sticks & bags 
provided, 10-12.30pm. 
31 Mar-15 Apr Bembridge 
Windmill   01983 873945 
Spring Nature Trail. 
31 Mar-15 Apr Canterbury 
Roman Museum Butchery 
Lane  01227 785575 Make a 
Roman writing tablet & stylus 
to take home, then use it to write 
your name, date & some Roman 
compliments & curses in Latin, 
3+yrs. 
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New book available March 12
Montessori St Nicholas, the 
UK’s largest Montessori charity 
announces the publication of a 
new parenting book: Building 
Strong Foundations: What 
Montessori can offer your 
family.  The book takes a fresh 
look at family life to help 
parents put the child at the 
heart of the home and unlock 
their amazing potential. Packed 
with ideas and advice, it is 
relevant to parents of young 
children from birth upwards.

Philip Bujak, Montessori 
CEO says, “The parenting 
journey is awe-inspiring, life 
changing and challenging. The 
young child is full of future 
possibility.  This isn’t a how 
to manual on the right way to 
raise children. 

We simply hope this book 
will provide new insight and 
perspective to parents on 
how to bring out the best in 

children, whatever their budget.  
Sometimes it’s the smallest 
activities that can make the 
biggest impact on a child’s 
development.”  

Better parenting starts from 
birth and is central to the life 
chances of every child. The 
book starts out exploring the 
first year of a baby’s life as a 
time of extraordinary growth 
and development. It stresses the 
key roles played by attachment, 
movement and communication.

It explains what the Montessori 
philosophy of “follow the 
child” means and discusses key 
elements of the approach which 
embraces child-led, natural and 
favorable home environments. 

For further information or 
to pre-order your book, RRP 
£6.99

book@montessori.org.uk
www.montessori.org.uk

Caldecott Fostering Service 

Looking for an interesting worthwhile career 
Then

How about becoming a foster carer. 

                                                                                                             

A career in fostering for families, couples, or singles with or without experience is urgently 
needed.

If you are energetic, capable, problem solving, optimistic, fun loving and can provide a good 
role model to the young people/children in our care and make a difference then we would 
love to hear from you. Each young person will require their own room in your home. 

If you feel that you can make difference for these young people/children and are happy and 
prepared to work from home, work as part of a professional team, undertake professional 
training and develop personally then we are the organisation for you. 

As a foster carer you will be paid a generous weekly allowance, including paid respite, 
holiday allowance and insurance. You will also receive support from your personal fostering 
social worker through formal supervision, ongoing package of training, 24/7 365 days a year 
telephone support. As well as being part of an organisation which from direct experience 
knows and understands each young person/child? 

Still interested and about this exciting new career then call us on 01303 815648 now so that 
you can start on this wonderful   and rewarding career or for further information please write 
to the address below or look at are website at  www.thecaldecottfoundation.co.uk/fostering

The Caldecott Foundation, Caldecott House, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SP 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Testimonials 

Due to its good reputation – that’s why I went to Caldecott, and they have lived up to all expectations

Caldecott Foster Carer

years and who have babysat for 
hundreds of families.  For your 
reassurance, they interview 
each and every childcarer in 
person and check all references 
thoroughly.  All Sitters  carers 
have years of professional 
childcare experience and 

most are OFSTED Registered 
Childminders or professionally 
qualified Nannies or Nursery 
Nurses.  
Sitters  lets you reclaim your 
social life!

www.sitters.co.uk 
08447 367 367

Calendar continued 
from Centre Pages

Please mention  Parents News   
www.parents-news.co.uk Advertising Sales

Positions
Work from home as a commissioned agent. 
Parents News is growing again, 
and needs more advertising sales 
people in our 19th year publishing 
We seek bright, friendly, organised, self-motivated 
people to work on commission, developing sales and 

building realtionships between advertisers 
and Parents News 

It is important that our reputation is maintained, 
so we do not seek aggressive, foot-in-door, types, 

but those who believe in long term goals.

If you think this is you, and you wish to work for this 
established business please send cv 

 fergus@parents-news.co.uk

Fergus McCarthy Parents News UK
10 The Manor Drive, Worcester Park

Surrey KT4 7LG
www.parents-news.co.uk
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